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Introduction

Welcome to the Cima Subdivision! This page has been created to highlight
the UPRR's Cima Subdivision and the many fine photo locations along its route.
The sub is named after a specific area known as Cima Hill. This grueling grade
remains one of the steepest climbs the UP must face on its march across the
North American continent. Rising to over 4000 feet, Cima Hill has given the UP
pause on several occasions, and has even produced a few runaways. This
respect for the hill now results in most downhill trains on the western face barely
making 20 mph! Getting ahead to that next photo spot is never an issue.
Along with Cima Hill, there are many other wonderful locations to visit.
Steep canyons and heavy grades, coupled with high speed running across flat
dry lakes and desert basins means you'll find a wide variety of operational
situations that the railroad must work with. Stretching between Las Vegas, NV
and Yermo, CA, this line sees about 20-25 trains a day, with about 50% of those
seen during daylight hours. While not the busiest line in the country, the Cima
Sub certainly has the locations, scenery, and variety of trains which more than
make up for the moderately light traffic. The variety of trains and scenic vistas
makes any railfan visit worth the effort.

The railroad runs trains in an east / west fashion, though most of the line is
geographically running north / south. The sub lies in the Pacific Time Zone, with
trains operating on a 24 hr clock (military time). Access is decent to most of the
sub, with locations north (RR east) of Kelso, CA the easiest to reach. The sub is
lined through some pretty desolate regions though, so be prepared for very little

in the way of amenities between the end points. Paved roads are available in
many locations and dirt roads make up the rest. It is actually possible to follow
the entire sub, beside the main, on some sort of road, paved or otherwise. A few
spots are harder to navigate, but we'll cover this more in detail in subsequent
pages.

This page will serve as the gateway to the various sections of this sub that |
have developed. Pictures, maps, and railfan guides are all part of the information
you'll be able to find here. The goal is to provide the new or veteran Cima Sub
railfan, the info and tools to have a successful and enjoyable outing.



